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MESSAGE FROM HARVEY 
 
Greetings flock! As you’re newly appointed MLG I hope everyone is enjoying their 
summer. It has only been few weeks since our AGM wherein our current executive 
was elected to new positions and it is already time to plan for this upcoming year’s 
events.  
 
As usual we will host the Christmas Charity Lunch at the Royal Glenora and next 
spring our annual gala. We are also planning another Fall Rush event in October—

watch your inbox for more information on that.  In addition we will be planning other fun events. 
If you would like to see something different for an event please let one of our executive know. 
 
 Blue Goose was founded over 100 years ago to promote fellowship, charity and character 
amongst its members. As always we welcome to our membership anyone who is involved in the 
insurance industry in some way and want to contribute to those ideas that make Blue Goose so 
unique.  
 
I would be remiss to not give thanks to PMLG Chris Miller for his leadership and hard work and 
commitment to Blue Goose the last several years. Also, our organization would not be successful 
if not for the support of our membership and also those corporate donors who give generously to 
the important charities we support every year.  
 
On a final note, it is less than three years before Edmonton Pond hosts the Blue Goose Interna-
tional Convention. Again because of some generous corporate donations the convention com-
mittee has a good start in raising the funds needed to make this convention a huge success. 
 
I hope to see you at our next event, 

… Harvey Heinz, MLG 

CHECK-IN FROM GRAND NEST 
Greetings fellow Ganders from your Grand Nest. As KGGE Halie Buac is reporting in this 
issue on the Grand Nest Convention in Baltimore I am not going to bore you with all the 
hospitality, partying and good times had at that event. I am going to find other topics to 
exasperate you with but suffice to say that a very fun time was had by all. 
 
Okay, most of you have received through email the details of the redistribution of the 

United States Ponds and Regions. Please consider this proposed amendment to our constitution 
carefully and let your pond executives know your thoughts on this amendment. It does not affect 
the Canadian Region specifically but we will be required to vote on this topic at the St. Louis con-
vention in July 2016. 
 
The regional meetings went well in Baltimore and we discussed a variety of topics involving the 
Canadian Region: 
 
 Discussion centered on proposing an amendment to the constitution which would change our 

regional name from the Canadian Region to the Northern Region. (It just makes sense to be 
North/West/East and South). Although nothing was settled during our meeting there was con-
siderable discussion. Any proposed amendment to our name will have to be made with agree-
ment between Canadian ponds. There will be more information and discussion on this topic 
prior to the 2016 convention and your voice may be needed to provide input to your execu-
tive and delegates. 

 
 Discussion on potential host ponds for the Canadian region 2022 convention. Our neighbors 

to the west (BC pond) are investigating their possibilities. They have set up a “Convention Ex-
(Continued on page 3) 

www.edmontonpond.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/249628395155393/
https://twitter.com/EdmontonPond
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/edmonton-pond-blue-goose/55/a02/940
http://www.edmontonpond.com/
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2014/15 Grand Nest Officers 

L-R Grand Keeper of the Golden Goose Egg Dan Rich, 

Grand Guardian of the Nest Kim Bilbrey, Grand Custodian of 

the Ganders Mark Robertson, Grand Supervisor of the Flock 

Linda Meik, Grand Most Loyal Gander Randall Wilson 



 3 

  
 

 

ploration Committee” to research 
their interests and capabilities for 
hosting. If you recall our last AGM 
this subject was brought forward and 
our delegates showed support during 
the regional meeting towards the BC 
pond hosting.  

 
During this past convention Dan Rich 
from the Hartford pond elected to Grand 
Nest executive as our Grand Keeper of 
the Golden Goose Egg. I have been as-
signed the task of Chairperson for the 
Charity Committee which I am looking 
forward to this coming year. Other ap-
pointments of note were Dustin Bales 
from Manitoba Pond as the International 
Chairperson for “Rush for Goslings” and 
our own Halie Buac to be the Canadian 
Region representative on this committee. 
Congratulations Halie! Brennen Mills from 
Saskatchewan pond has accepted the 
position of being a Deputy Most Loyal 

Grand Gander for the coming year as 
well. Please join me in thanking all of 
these Ganders for stepping up to the chal-
lenge and volunteering to make Blue 
Goose a better experience for everyone. 
 
We have another potential proposed 
amendment to the constitution, this one 
coming from Regina Pond which is being 
supported by Saskatchewan Pond and 
others. The amendment involves a simple 
change recognizing our female members 
with the term Goose rather than Gander. 
Example: Most Loyal Gander / Most Loyal 
Goose. There will be more to come on 
this topic and again you will be sent infor-
mation from Grand Nest regarding any 
proposed amendments to the constitu-
tion. 
 
In parting I would only like to mention 
one last topic,  Saskatchewan Pond’s in-
augural Blue Goose Open Bonspiel which 
they are hosting February 26th and 27th in 
Saskatoon. They will have a welcoming on 

the Thursday night (25th) with a curling 
draw covering Friday and Saturday. There 
will be room for 36 teams with cash and 
participation prizes. Fun for both com-
petitive and noncompetitive teams. This 
will be an event for all Blue Goose mem-
bers to take part in with the only pre-
requisite being to have fun! So please 
mark that date on your calendar’s and 
round up a team of combatants to head 
east in February and show our support 
towards Saskatchewan pond for taking up 
this challenge. It is hoped that this will 
become an annual inter-pond event that 
will promote one of our most cherished 
precepts, that of “Fellowship”. 
 
Well that is enough wind from me to start 
off this fall season. Look forward to seeing 
all of you out at our fall schedule of 
meetings.  
 

Mark Robertson                                                                                                               
Grand Custodian of the Ganders 

(Continued from page 1) 

AGM 
 
The MKT Beer Market was the venue for 
Edmonton Pond AGM which also saw 4 
Goslings initiated into our Honorable 
Order.  We extend our welcome to new 
Ganders Kathy Braybrook, Cheryl Morin, 
Matt Dickenson, and Trevor Mowbrey.  
 

Prior to the meeting, Dexter Effs and 
Keegan McLennan issued the Diaper 
Challenge.  If 1000 or more diapers 
were brought to the meeting they 
would wear diapers for the AGM.  The 
diapers were donated to the Tara Cen-
ter for Pregnant Teens and Teen Moms.  
With more than the required number of 
diapers donated, Keegan and Dexter 
honoured their Challenge. 
 

A variety of reports relating to Pond 
activities and finances over the past 
year were  presented.  A motion to in-
crease membership dues from $50 to 
$60 (largely as a result of an increase in 
Grand Nest dues) was passed. Reim-
bursement of expenses for two dele-
gates (Keegan McLennan and Halie Bu-
ac) attending the Grand Nest Conven-
tion in Baltimore was approved. 

 

The meeting concluded with the elec-
tion and installation of the Pond Offic-
ers for 2015/16.  Our new officers are: 
 
Most Loyal Gander 
 —Harvey Heinz 
Supervisor of the Flock  
 —Keegan McLennan 
Keeper of the Golden Goose Egg 
 —Halie Buac 
Custodian of the Goslings 
 —Sarah Hirst 
Guardian of the Pond  
 —Scott MacDufie 
 

Keegan McLennan, Halie Buac & Harvey Heinz 

L-R Kathy Braybrook, Cheryl Morin, 

Matt Dickenson, Trevor Mowbrey 
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2015 GRAND NEST CONVENTION 

BALTIMORE, MD, JULY 19—22 

CONVENTION REPORT 
 
Convention 
was, again, 
one of the 
best indus-
try events 
that I have 
ever been 
to. This 
year it was 
held in 
Baltimore, 

MD, which turned out to be a very cool 
harbour city on the East coast. Until this 
year, I have never been to somewhere 
in the USA on the Eastern side and I was 
pleasantly surprised by the environ-
ment.  
 
The night that I arrived, many other 
people had already checked in, so I 
started seeing people that I remem-
bered from last year in the lobby and 
the elevator.   
 

Once I found my room I went down to 
the "welcome centre" and I got my 
badge and my goodie bag. I found some 
friends and started mingling before we 
went out to the Welcome Party. The 
party was at the World Trade Centre 
building and we had the top floor to 
ourselves. As people continued to trick-
le in I realised we were in for a really 
exciting time. We were overlooking the 
harbour and we could see a landmark 
bridge off in the distance. Throughout 
the night people were posing all around 

the room to take pictures with the gor-
geous sunset in the background. Once it 
was dark outside someone turned on 

the kar-
aoke 
machine 
and that 
is when 
the real 
party 
started 
up. 
There 
was 

laughing and dancing as many of us 
would sing along with the person on the 
microphone.  
 
Over the next few days we sat in 
meetings to hear about the successes 
and adversities that other ponds faced. I 
felt a true sense of camaraderie during 
these meetings. I know that everyone 
who comes to convention is truly invest-
ed in the longevity of our association.  

 
At the Canadian Regional meeting I got 
to know a lot of different people from 
many different facets of our industry 
across the country. From British Colum-
bia and Saskatchewan all the way to 
Quebec and Nova Scotia. Almost every  
province was represented.  

On the second last day we attended a 
dinner cruise on a privately rented yacht 
that travelled along the coast of the 
harbour for a few hours. It was exciting 
and fun and we were all laughing at the 
groups playing some games up on the 
top deck (including giant jenga and bean 
bag toss).  
 
Finally, the premier event at every con-
vention is the Grand Gala. I was so im-
pressed with the decor this year. And 
the band was phenomenal (they sang it 
all from blues to rock to early 90's to 
jazz, and even current pop songs. This 
live entertainment was a huge hit with 
us and we danced the night away.  
 

I had a wonderful time and am so look-
ing forward to the next convention.  

… Halie Buac, KGGE 

Halie Buac, Keegan McLennan 

Canadian Region representatives 

View from top of World Trade Center 

Peggy & Mark Robertson, Halie Buac 
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2015 Grand Nest Convention Photos 

See these and other Convention photos on the GALLERY page of our website. 

http://edmontonpond.com/gallery/
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On May 9th nearly 300 members and guests of the Insurance community gathered at 
the Marriott River Cree for the 2015 edition of the Blue Goose Charity Gala.  The 
beneficiary of this year’s Gala was Zebra Child Protection Centre.  While the Andrew 
Miller Trio played, attendees wined, dined, danced, and bid on a wide variety of si-

lent and live auction items.  In addition, 
those who purchased backpacks for the 
children helped by the Centre had their 
pick of colourful paintings to take home.  
The paintings were created by children 
who have gone through the Centre. 
 
The Zebra Child Protection Centre offers a 
safe and protected environment for chil-
dren who have suffered abuse.  As a result 
of the Gala, the Blue Goose Edmonton 
Pond was able to donate $27,000 to assist 
in the important work of this facility. 
 

Our thanks  to Gala Chair Chris Miller for all of his hard work in creating another very 
successful event. 

PMLG  Chris Miller presents  cheque to  Bob  

Hassel, CEO of Zebra Centre 

See these and other GALA photos on the GALLERY page of our website. 

http://edmontonpond.com/gallery/
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CONVENTION COMMITTEE  
 
The 2018 Conven-
tion committee met 
twice over the sum-
mer and has been 
making some good 
progress.  
 
Our event planner 
visited several hotel 

venues in June and enjoyed lots of the 
local sights to get a feel of what our city 
has to offer for amenities, festivals, and 
events. Since then, she has been nego-
tiating contract terms with local hotels 
and helping us narrow down our final 
selection, which we should be able to 
report very soon.  
 
We are also determining the actual 
dates of the convention with considera-
tion of local events, hotel pricing and 
the length of the convention. There is a 
recent trend towards reducing the 
length of the Grand Nest convention by 
one-day and we are weighing the pros 
and cons of doing this for 2018.  
 
Our committee is growing and we wel-
come ganders who would like to partic-
ipate in the planning of the 2018 Con-
vention. If you are interested in getting 
involved, then please contact Andrew 
Happer (Committee Chair) at  
ahapper@sintraeng.com. 
 

PMLG Andrew Happer 
Convention Chair 

mailto:ahapper@sintraeng.com
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
Contact edmontonpond@gmail.com to find out how your firm can  

become involved with the  
2018 Grand Nest Convention . 

mailto:edmontonpond@gmail.com
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http://www.challengeinsurance.ca/
http://www.riskcan.ca/
mailto:edmontonpond@gmail.com
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 GOLF REPORT 

On behalf of the Alberta Pond and my co-chair for the tournament, Carlene 
Sorensen, I would like to thank all those that attended the Golf Tournament for mak-
ing it a wonderful success. The weather was nothing to scoff at, and our sponsors 
stepped up in spades to help round out the skills prizes and the draw prize table. 
Thank you to those sponsors that contributed to the event and I apologize if we 
missed placing your name on the attached sponsor sheet. 
 
Overall, there was relatively even attendance from both the Edmonton and Alberta 
Ponds, with some teams from Red Deer. The prizes were also relatively evenly split 
with bragging rights to the Alberta Pond for just edging the individual average over 
Edmonton (who’s counting anyway!!). 
 
We had 104 golfers registered with only a couple of last minute cancellations and 
substitutions, so I congratulate all those who were able to get away from the office 
and stick with their commitment to join their foursomes! 
 

Mike Peck, PWGQ, Alberta Pond 

Mike Peck, Carlene Sorenson 

RESULTS 
 

 

Overall Low Net: 

 Jesse Collins (Alberta Pond) 

Alberta Pond Low Net: 

 Cam Hiebert 

Edmonton Pond Low Net  

 Mark Lunnin 

Team Low Net: 

 Mel Roguski, George Conway, 

 Rob Kinnear, Darcy Zewkiwich 

 

Average Net Score: 

 Edmonton Pond  77.56 

 Alberta Pond 77.30 

 

 

Skill Prize Winners: 

Closest to the Pin, Hole #3 

 Kevin Bright (Alberta Pond) 

Longest Put, Hole #5 

 Eugene Way (Edmonton Pond) 

Ladies Longest Drive, Hole #9 

 Marsh Kelly (Edmonton Pond) 

Men’s Longest Drive, Hole #18 

 Mark Lunnin (Edmonton Pond) 

Most Honest Golfer 

 Kyle Robinson (Edmonton Pond) 



 11 

  
 

 

 

2015  INTER-POND GOLF  TOURNAMENT 



 12 

  
 



 13 

  
 



 14 

  
 

2014/15 DUES CHALLENGE 
It started with a challenge from PMLG Jim Gardiner.  Then PMLG Tony Thibaudeau issued the 
same challenge to all PMLG’s. 

The idea is simple:  write a cheque for double your dues with the extra going to the 2018 
Convention Fund.   

Thank you to those who accepted the Challenge: 

 

PMLG Jim Gardiner  •  Cheryl Gardiner  •  PMLG Neil Miller   
  PMLG Tony Thibaudeau  •  Bob Bunker   •  Tomas Coufal   
Peter Gerbeth  •  Kevin Webster  •  PMLG Mike Sherban     

Roger Lestus  •   Dale Mah  •  Harvey Heinz    •  Tom Schmit   
Sarah Hirst  •  Tom Hirst  •  PMLG Eugene Way  •  Les Craig    

Mark Lunnin  •  GGN Mark Robertson  •  Wayne Orchuk     

Larry Shumka   •  PMLG Graham Laughton 

 

BUY YOUR  GOOSE BAND TO SUPPORT THE 2018 CONVENTION … EACH BAND GIVES A CHANCE TO WIN PRIZES 

CONTACT ANDREW HAPPER ahapper@sintraeng.com 

mailto:ahapper@sintraengineering.com
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CHANGING JOBS? 
Remember to send you new contact details to 

edmontonpond@gmail.com 

CONTACT US: 

Most Loyal Gander 

 Harvey Heinz 

 Roguski Metcalf & Co. Adjusters 

 780-465-7708 

 hheinz@rm-adjusters.com 

 

Supervisor of the Flock 

 Keegan McLennan 

 Roberts McClure Insurance 

 780-439-4357 

 keegan.mclennan@robertsmcclure.com 

 

Keeper of the Golden Goose Egg 

 Halie Buac 

 Intact Insurance 

 780-934-3737 

 halie.buac@intact.net 

 

Custodian of the Goslings 

 Sarah Hirst 

 Claims Pro Inc. 

 (780) 437-4145 

 sarah.hirst@scm.ca  

 
 

Guardian of the Pond 

 Scott MacDuffie 

 Intact Insurance 

 (780) 428-7544 

 scott.macduffie@intact.net 

 

   

Permanent Wielder of the Goose Quill & 

Gaggles Editor 

 Neil Miller 

 780-458-2526 

 EdmontonPond@gmail.com 

 

 

Website 

www.edmontonpond.com 

Without the contributions of the following Edmonton Pond 

members, this edition of Gaggles would not have been pos-

sible.  Our thanks to … 

MLG Harvey Heinz 

GCG & PMLG Mark Robertson 

PMLG Andrew Happer 

KGGE Halie Buac 

PWGQ Mike Peck (Alberta Pond) 

mailto:edmontonpond@gmail.com
mailto:hheinz@rm-adjusters.com
mailto:keegan.mclennan@robertsmcclure.com
mailto:halie.buac@intact.net
mailto:sarah.hirst@scm.ca
mailto:scott.macduffie@intact.net
mailto:EdmontonPond@gmail.com
http://www.edmontonpond.com
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